MAYLANDS   MECCANO  CLUB

(A Tribute to Mr Viv Malmgreen by Bert Whitney, with help from Alf Gaebler, Ray and Neville Wood and my brothers Ted and Wallace Whitney )

Several past members of the Meccano Club helped me to recall what we did fifty or more years ago and how Viv Malmgreen helped to shape our lives.  

Quiet man

I met Viv Malmgreen when I joined the Maylands Meccano Club in 1938 at age ten.  He was a quiet, almost shy man in his mid 20s, who lived with his crippled mother at Kennedy St, Maylands.

Viv had a small shed at the side of his house, near a large Mulberry tree, which was the clubroom where we met on  Saturdays for model building and for games on Wednesday evenings.

Meccano Ltd. in England promoted their products by supporting the formation of Meccano Clubs throughout the world with rules and objectives for club, plans and photographs of mechanical models and an emphasis on good citizenship, leadership, co-operation and initiative.

Maylands started

Viv started the Maylands Meccano club in 1935 and as the membership grew he had to enlarge the clubroom to accommodate members and then a waiting list for those wishing to join.

Among the activities which  Viv organised was a harmonica band, conducted and taught by Vic DeLarno. Its  performances were broadcast by radio 6PM.

Weekend activities

Bike hikes on weekends to Noble Falls, Hovea Falls, John Forrest National Park and many other locations, camping holidays, train excursions, outings to special events, to beaches, the zoo and the Museum.

The club was always well attended on Saturday afternoon and night for model building. On Wednesday nights the games of Monopoly got fairly willing if someone was thought to be cheating (sometimes Viv had to intervene).  Table tennis, quoits, darts, murder (a card game) and many other games were played until the 10pm home time.

Special events were the 8mm and 16mm film nights when Viv showed the films, which we all enjoyed – Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton and other slapstick films of past eras.

Parties

Police approval had to be obtained for a Daisy air rifle set up in the back yard. It had to have a hessian cover over the top of the targets to stop stray ricochet pellets hitting the duck pens, nearby neighbours or the shooters and spectators.

There were one or two parties each year, some boys had competitions to see who could eat the most – without being sick.  One Christmas party I recall, Peters ice cream had doubled up on our order and there was a lot left over, so we went to the club on Sunday morning and ate the lot – many of us lost our appreciation for ice cream for several months after that party.

Exhibitions

The  most important events for the club were our Exhibitions, usually once each year, with three factions competing for points – some of the exhibits showed the real initiative and skill which Viv was able to bring out in many of the boys.

A harbour scene with cranes, boats, trucks and machinery as well as lots of beach sand was set up  inside Viv's house.  And Grandfather clock with its heavy brass weight.

Engineering works were another favourite, with overhead gantry cranes, lathes and drilling machines.  Perhaps the most often build model was the Meccanograph which could draw designs of many shapes and depended on the skill of the operator.

Exhibitions were mostly in the clubrooms but they were sometimes held in shops, the Maylands town hall or other special locations.  Frequently, they were opened by important dignitaries, the Lieutenant  Governor, the Premier, political identities or community leaders.

Viv serves the country

In 1942, Viv joined the Army and was soon posted overseas, leaving senior boys and faction leaders to run the club, however as they reached the age of 18 they also went into the armed services.  At the of 16, it became my task to look after the club with a lot of help from Viv by letters which  he wrote every few weeks and a loyal bank of younger club members and some of our parents.

Between us we managed to keep the club running until peace was declared and Viv returned again.

New clubroom

Plans for a new clubroom became one of Viv’s priorities and with a dedicated bank of parents he set about raising enough money to build.  We will never know how much Viv contributed out of his own pocket to get the clubroom built.

Hundreds of boys in our community benefited from their time in the Maylands Meccano Club under the care of Viv Malmgreen.  He was a guide for those who were unsure of themselves, a father figure for those who had no father, a mentor and example for all of us who looked up to him.  He was always able to give quiet unassuming advice and guidance, whether with model building, fixing a bike or personal problems.  He was a very well balanced and determined man and yet he was to us –just one of the boys.

Of the hundreds of boys who joined the club, most became responsible and useful members of society, some found occupations which they would not have thought possible – this was in no small way due to the training, experience and attitude which they gained because of Viv Malmgreen and the Maylands Meccano Club.

MBE in 1968

The country honoured Viv with an M.B.E. in 1968 for his dedicated work in guiding and training boys and for giving his lifetime to their welfare.

A guide to all

Viv never married or had children of his own, but there are hundreds of past club members whom he regarded as his boys. We are all the better for having known him and for having been guided by him.  He could remember our names when we met, even after fifty years.

Those of us who had the good fortune of being members of the Maylands Meccano Club, each have our own special memories of this quiet, extra ordinary man, and many of  the things we enjoyed while we were at the club.

Let us not forget that his attitudes and guidance helped to mould the character in each one of us.

Many other important events have not been mentioned because they occurred after my era with the club.

