MAYLANDS MECCANO CLUB

The story of the Maylands Meccano & Hobbies Club has a start not very different from many others. However there is a part of the story that is rather different from most current clubs. Some people may be aware of that part of the story that can be found in the club notes in the Meccano Magazine. Since the demise of the magazine the story will not be so well known. This paper sets out that story for the record.

Origin

Vivian Malmgreen founded the club in the Perth suburb of Maylands in 1935. The club was for children to build Meccano models, not adults. The club joined the Meccano Guild in 1936 and still has its original certificate signed by Frank Hornby himself. From this time on the activities of the club features in the club notes in the Meccano Magazine. Two other clubs were formed in Western Australia; one at Fremantle and one at Albany, a port on the south coast of the state about 400 kilometres south of Perth. 

Development

The club followed the usual pattern of development of Meccano clubs. The club met for model building in a shed at the rear of the Malmgreen property.  In addition to its Meccano activities, the club conducted fundraising activities and used the profits to purchase equipment and books for the club. World War II saw Vivian enlisted for military service. The club continued to operate in his absence, being run largely by the senior boys in the club. When World War II ended, Vivian returned but the running of the club remained with the boys. Vivian remained a mentor and ‘wise counsel’ for the club. Membership grew with the post war baby boom and was aided by migration to Australia by many families of UK origin. The relatively prosperous times saw the club demolish the original shed and build new clubrooms on the same site. These comprised a small one-bedroom flat at the front and a large open hall for model  making behind. 

The Post World War Era

The Maylands club continued into the 1970s aided by the vibrant development and engineering atmosphere in Australia and Western Australia in particular. The club maintained its established and fairly strong hierarchy and protocols for the boys. More experienced / older boys were expected to act as role models and mentors for the less experienced / younger model builders. The club maintained a system of graded model building for the members. This ensured that builders did not tackle models too far beyond their level of skills. With advancing age, Vivian made a very dedicated and generous decision for the club. The ownership of the property, which was his home and where the club operated, was transferred to the club. This ensured it had a home regardless of his own fate. He continued to live in the flat at the front.

Changes

The stock of Meccano parts in the club had come from all of the different Meccano eras as commonly recognised by their colours. The stock included a small amount of nickel, some blue / gold and a majority of various shades of red and green. All the parts in the club were for model building. They were not there for museum or collector purposes. This includes what would now probably be considered priceless pieces.

There is very little of the short-lived yellow/black/silver colour period. This all co-existed happily until the change to yellow/blue/zinc. Reflecting the social attitude of being modern, the boys set about repainting the club parts stock into the new Meccano colours of the time. (Collector purists may now start breathing again and get up off the floor!) As the club boys themselves did the repainting, much of it is brushed on by hand and only some by spray gun. Paint dribbles etc abound. In the new colours, the parts were used enthusiastically for model building.

Decline and Return

In parallel with the declining influence of Meccano from the 1980s, a similar trend can be seen in the club’s membership. Numbers continued to fall during the 1990s until eventually the club was at the point of being wound up. At this time and largely by chance a small group of adult Meccanomen got together to test the concept of retaining the club. On 1 April 2000 approximately 12 adults, including former childhood Meccano boys returned to Meccano, resolved to continue the club, but with a difference. The group decided that the club would continue, but now both as an adult club and also for model building children. Children attend on a sessional basis, with up to 12 at any one time, but usually less. Adult members attend on Saturday afternoons building models for club exhibitions and to assist the children. A programme to recondition parts is also underway.

The Difference

The club still meets in its own premises, its own literature and its own stock of parts. The children, who may not have any Meccano of their own, still come on Saturday afternoons to build models with the club parts. Even if new to Meccano, and with paint chipped, bent and rusty parts, the children continue to build models. Many attempt much more ambitious models than they could with their own small sets. Adult members act as mentors to teach the children the tricks and techniques not written in the manuals. The spirit of generosity towards the club continues even today. Donations of parts, magazines and Meccano memorabilia from the local and even international community still continue. While not claiming to be unique, Maylands club seems to be a very fortunate and rare case of a Meccano club with its own premises and parts available for members to build with.

