MAYLANDS MECCANO & HOBBIES CLUB

Maylands club participated in the Australian Model Railway Association (WA) Branch (AMRA) show over the long weekend of 2,3 & 4 June. This annual show has over 50 exhibits from a wide range of scale and theme railway clubs from garden railways to Z scale.  The major component of our exhibition was a rejuvenated club built (and parts) Tricky Track layout, as this fitted with the railway theme of the show and had not been exhibited for over twelve months. The only other construction in the space available was the 10/12 4-4-0 locomotive and tender built in Y/B/Z by Michael Hanrahan. This was much recognised and appreciated by a railway crowd.

Considerable preparation of rebuilding, adjustment and testing in the lead up time paid rewards when the show got under way. The layout included all of the standard mechanisms in the Cameron model plan. Little Joe (three of them) and the track mechanisms performed very reliably over the three days. This was quite an achievement given that all of the parts are in far from new condition. 

Visitors seemed to like our display as most watched Little Joe activate all the mechanisms for a full circuit. With people several layers deep around the tables, our rostered club members had a busy time answering questions about Meccano in general and Tricky Track in particular. There were several expressions of support in the public vote competition for stand displays. Lots of wide-eyed children were surprised by the mechanisms while some ‘big kids’ just had to know how it all worked.  With no barriers around our tables, everyone could get up close to see the mechanisms in action. Some just had to touch! As this was a model railway theme show, the more technically aware visitors just had to see the turntable operate. This was most pleasing given the number of times it had been adjusted before the show.  All weekend long visitors told us stories of their own memories and adventures with Meccano.

The organisers, AMRA provided a debriefing session to report on the show. This included the awarding of prizes, procedural issues, and unsolicited comments from visitors being read out. We didn’t win any prizes but didn’t really expect to in a train show. However, several of the comments made particular complimentary mention of Tricky Track. On this basis we as a club are pleased with our effort, pleased with the performance of Tricky Track and pleased that at least some of the visitors appreciated the result. The challenge will be to do even better next year.
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