AMRA (WA) Show - 2, 3 & 4 June 2007

As planned, MMC participated in the AMRA (WA) show over the June long weekend at Claremont showgrounds. As a small club we took on a big challenge to stage such an exhibition. This is how it went.

The Saturday afternoons leading up to the show were spent rebuilding, adjusting, and testing the intended Tricky Track layout. Other preparations included having our electrical equipment tested and tagged, making the table skirt and making up signs. The roster of members was set and the batteries charged. We were as prepared as we could be but anything can happen in transit. 

Friday night was set up time. Clem and Mick picked up everything from the club rooms and transported it to the showgrounds. Together with Ross, assembly got underway. It all went together as intended using all of our additional track sections and fitted our table space. We even had room for Mick’s Schools class 10 set locomotive. Stress levels went up a notch when it came to test running. The collapsing bridge proved difficult – again. With some deft use of the screwdriver Clem had it sorted before too long. The batteries went on charge and all was in readiness for the morning.

On Saturday morning the doors opened, in came the visitors and Little Joe (three of them) started the endless journey around the Tricky Rrack. Vin delivered our club embroidered shirts despite a quick trip to Sydney, suffering jet lag and vehicle troubles. At least we looked the part. Visitors even seemed to like our display, with some voting for it. Lots of wide-eyed children were surprised by the mechanisms while some big kids just had to know how it all worked. 

Saturday afternoon brought a visit to the stand by Pinjarra club member Michael Bradley. It was good to meet a member who isn’t able to attend many club meetings. Michael was even pressed into service to run Tricky Track for a while during the afternoon. Even a West Coast Eagles AFL game didn’t keep the visitors away. We will not mention who built the Little Joe that started leaving nuts and bolts scattered along the track – hmmmmmm.

Sunday was more of the same but with even more visitors. With no barriers around our tables, everyone could get up close to see the mechanisms in action. Some just had to touch! No serious dramas with Little Joe and Tricky Track running very reliably. All weekend long visitors told stories of their own memories and adventures with the nuts and bolts.

Monday was again busy, with visitors waiting to get in before the show doors were opened. Many families came back to our stand for repeat visits. Again, Little Joe kept circulating around the track without a problem. The more technically aware customers just had to see the turntable operate. This was most pleasing given the number of times Clem adjusted this mechanism before the show.  By shut down time the crowds had eased, but visitors were at our stand until the last minute. Dismantling was achieved very quickly with Dave, Kerry, Ross, Laurel and Mick all getting into the task. 

Was it worth it? There seemed to be a lot of happy visitors around our display.

AMRA (WA) members seemed pleased with our contribution.

If invited, are we willing to take it on again next year?

